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persons who -happen to stand in the front of these
movements, belong here, but their importance is apt
to be exaggerated. All of these great fields of
activity are capable of being divided and subdivided,
and each little part erected into a science to be
specially studied. The study of language forms the
science of philology. Out of government there
unfolds the great field of law and jurisprudence.
The study of industry opens out in one direction
into the field of political economy, and in another
into that of invention, machinery, and all the arts
of civilization. History becomes crystallized in
the form of statistics, which is the algebra of
events.

Fow all this vast array of phenomena manifested
by man in his manifold relations with the material
world constitutes the data of sociology, and some-
thing must be known about it before any one is
capable of entering into the consideration of those
higher laws involved in human association, which,
on final analysis, are simply generalizations from
the facts of lower orders. It is true that in the
course of acquiring a sound general education every
one necessarily learns something about most of these
things, but this is insufficient to constitute an ade-
quate preparation for the study of sociology. This
knowledge Deeds to be systematized and specialized,
and directed to the definite end. The student needs
to know just what he is pursuing it for. There is
no more vicious educational practice, and scarcely